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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BETTER Project Launched to Advance Sustainable Agriculture, Food Security and Women's Economic Empowerment in Northern Ghana
New four-year initiative backed by Agence Française de Développement (AFD), European Union, and the Ministry of Food and Agriculture will restore 36,000 hectares of shea parklands and strengthen livelihoods across 90 communities in northern Ghana
ACCRA, GHANA: The Global Shea Alliance (GSA), in partnership with the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MoFA) and with support from Agence Française de Développement (AFD), today announced the launch of the BETTER Farming in Northern Ghana Project (the "BETTER Project"), a four-year initiative to accelerate the transition of northern Ghana's agricultural sector toward sustainability, resilience and food security.
Northern Ghana holds significant agricultural potential; its five regions produce a large share of the country's maize and rice. Yet the area records poverty rates two to three times the national average and some of the highest levels of food insecurity in Ghana. The BETTER Project will address these challenges by strengthening four value chains: shea, soybean, beekeeping and vegetables, through climate-resilient, agroecological approaches.
The project is structured around three strategic objectives:
1. Increasing productivity across the four value chains through climate-resilient, agroecological farming practices.
1. Improving incomes and livelihoods, particularly for women and youth, through value addition and expanded market access.
1. Supporting the implementation of Ghana's agroecological framework and the regulation of the shea sector.
Under the project, GSA will lead Component 1, covering the improved management of shea resources, in collaboration with the Tree Crops Development Authority (TCDA), District Departments of Agriculture, and MoFA – the lead implementer. GSA will mobilize co-financing from its private-sector membership towards Component 1's budget; which reflects the Alliance's track record of leveraging public-private partnerships in the shea sector.	Comment by GS Alliance: Do you want to say just MoFA, and also state that they are the lead implementer of the project,	Comment by GS Alliance: Can we leave out the exact amount of co-financing?
Over the project's four-year implementation period, GSA-led activities are expected to reach 90 communities across northern Ghana, benefiting an estimated 18,000 women she producers. Planned interventions include the restoration a20ection of approximately 36,000 hectares of shea parklands, the distribution of transport and protective equipment to women's groups, the establishment of 60 collective post-harvest processing centers and 20 shea butter processing centers, and support for up to 15 communities transitioning to organic shea production.
GSA describes the BETTER Project as an important investment in the future of northern Ghana’s agricultural sector. This is because the project is expected to combine environmental stewardship, sustainable livelihoods, innovation in shea processing and market-driven approaches to strengthen rural economies while building resilience to climate change.	Comment by GS Alliance: do you also want to refer to innovation on processing?
The project underscores the value of collaboration between the public and private sectors. Through GSA's network of members, private partners will contribute technical expertise, market linkages and co-investment to strengthen the shea value chain and improve outcomes for women shea producers and communities who depend on it.
By combining environmental stewardship with sustainable livelihoods and market-driven growth, the BETTER Project is expected to make a significant contribution to inclusive rural development and long-term food security in northern Ghana.

About the Global Shea Alliance
The Global Shea Alliance (GSA) is a non-profit industry association with 849 members from 36 countries, including women's cooperative groups, brands and retailers, suppliers and NGOs. Through public-private partnerships, GSA promotes sustainability, quality practices and standards, and demand for shea in the food and cosmetics industries. For more information, visit www.globalshea.com.
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